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SUPERCAR FACE OFF!

The 918 Spyder and Carrera GT go head-to-head!

ND PHOTOS BY SEAN CRIDLAND

-

(59, L1lmrr

:hﬁ‘tﬂu the hqmnce-andwht.

.i by the forest. It Mms

ater there’s a rushnFaIranda
: rtu-.‘mi“ﬂ past. i

..f

nnlngr dvancements has aftected Porsche's aupercar ﬁper;em:e.
stretch-of road we're on is an ideal starting point, as it’s an equal dist;
away from both of the car’s owners—Southwestern Porsche cuﬂ%ctdrs whﬂ
asktd to remain anonymous. The location is also a great pla:cc to drive two
tra high-performance Porsches: mountain roads; lots of corners, few
1 ubsu'ucuans and very little traffic. Who needs coffee on amnrnmg like Elus?"

J 11 H’hﬂ . . J}i




FACE-TO-FACE

The Carrera GT is a rear-wheel drive,
LMP 2000 racer-based supercar that is
perhaps best known for its closed-course
speed records set by racer David Donchue
and Tonight Show host Jay Leno in 2005
at the Talladega Superspeedway.

The 2015 918 Spyder is Porsche's mod-
ern technological marvel. Powered by a
608-hp 4.6-liter engine, a 125-hp electric
motor in front and a 154-hp motor out
back, the all-wheel drive supercar has a
total system output of 887 hp. And since
the 918 is a hybrid, it can return an
extraordinary 67 mpg.

Putting these machines next to each
other, there appears to be little difference
in overall height, length and width. In
terms of style, the Carrera GT is dated
only because it has styling traits similar to
other Porsches from the last decade
{which took their design cues from it),

The 918, on the other hand, appears
more modern. From its complex curves
to its LED head and taillights, it looks like
a supercar from the future.

The 918's wheels reflect the contempo-
rary move towards larger diameters and
smaller sidewalls. The Carrera GT rolls on
265/30R19 and 335/30R20 tires, front and
rear, while the 918 wears 265/35ZR20 and
325/30ZR21 rubber.

The most significant difference reveals
itself on the scales: The 918 Spyder weighs
a hefty 3,750 Ibs thanks to its electric motors
and lithium-ion battery pack (the 918
Weissach Edition comes in at 3,650 lbs),
while the much simpler Carrera GT is just
2,755 Ibs—a difference of 900 to 1,000 lbs!

IN THE BELLIES OF THE BEASTS

The interior of the 918 is somewhat

busy with all the switches, swipe-panels
and buttons for its various screens (which
report on its tech features and driving
modes). I've been told that all these items
combine to offer somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of 800 possible selection combi-
nations. This is perfectly suited to a gen-
eration of gamers, young Fl drivers and
fighter pilots, none of which [ am.

Still, with some coaching from a
skilled guide and a little time, the various
panels and adjustments become easier
and more intuitive. Besides, the most
important button is the simple red one
found at 4 o’clock on the steering wheel,
surrounded by the letters E, H, S and R.
These stand for E-Power, Hybrid, Sport
Hybrid and Race Hybrid, and the red
button symbuolizes the “Hot Lap” mode
(which can only be used when Race
Hybrid mode is selected).

The Carrera GT's interior looks almost
barren by comparison. The only function
of its steering wheel is to make the car go
right or left, while its gauges are still basic
dials with needles reporting on the basic
functions: water temperature, speed in
mph, rpm (front and center), oil pressure,
oil temp and fuel level. As an old-school
driver, | like that.

In both cars, the right side of the cabin
is very Spartan, with little or nothing to
entertain the passenger—other than lively
repartee with the driver. There are map
lights in each car, though they'd likely
only get used in the satellite-navigation-
less Carrera GT. In the future, the Carrera
GT will be regarded as quaint for having
a CD player, just like cars from the 1970s
with 8-track tape players are today.

The 918 offers entertainment from dig-
ital downloads and satellite radio. I sup-

pose if you drive either car often enough,
you might get bored with the distinctive
sound of their race-inspired engines.

CAN | PLAY WITH MADNESS?

The Carrera GT is up first. [t uses six
manually shifted forward gears and a
small Porsche Ceramic Composite
Clutch (PCCC) to channel power to the
rear wheels. While fun to use once
moving, this setup is tricky from a dead
stop; more than a few experienced driv-
ers have stalled this car a time or
two...or ten.

When it arrived in 2003, the thought
of a street-legal car with a carbon fiber
chassis, so much normally aspirated
horsepower, a Fl-tech suspension and
clutch and huge amounts of aerodynamic

downforce boggled the imagination and
set high expectations.

Today, reality still far exceeds expecta-
tions in both handling and outright speed
on the lonely roads of New Mexico and
Arizona, where [ travel long distances in
impossibly short periods of time,
Handling is crisp and precise, if not for-
giving, and the car’s wide track and aero-
dynamic package deliver ample stability
at speed. In fact, the Carrera GT is the
only car that I've ever driven in which |
could feel the ground effect from its huge
rear venturis gradually building suction
underneath. Sustained speeds of over 150
mph are well within its capabilities.

While many cars might claim the capa-

bility to go at such-and-such a high rate of

speed, the Carrera GT 1s, to quote Walter

Brennan from The Guns of Will Sonnett,
“No brag, just fact.” 5till, I'm no Walter
Rohrl, and pretending I knew such a beast
intimately had nearly the same results that
you hear about, every so often, when some-
one who is friendly with grizzlies ends up
as nothing more than bear scat.

One morning, acting a bit cocky, |
blipped the throttle only to find myself in
the midst of a lurid two-revolution spin.
| remember slow-motion images, calcu-
lating the sum total of my assets and how
they might contribute to replacing the car
and lots of dirt and dust flying over me.
Thankfully, [ came to rest before damag-
ing it or me. Oh, but when you get it right
and are mindful of its character, the
Carrera GT is an amazing drive!

SILENT, LOUD & FAST

Settling into the 918’ driver seat, | first
notice the beautifully sculpted front fend-
ers and the low front hood, which pro-
vide both a sense of awe and great road
visibility. Next comes a series of actions
more akin to a launch sequence than
starting a car. With the ignition key
turned on, push a button for motion
mode—rearward or forward—and then
another button to release the parking
brake. When [ apply pressure to what we
used to call the “gas pedal,” the car begins
to move, silently. At first it’s disconcert-
ing to realize that the car isn’t simply
coasting, but 1 get used to it

The 918 puts its hybrid power to the
road through all four wheels via a seven-
speed PDK transmission and its front and
rear electric motors, which automatically
deliver their horsepower and torque to
best effect. There’s no finicky clutch pedal
to worry about, or embarrassing stalls in

front of onlookers. And this high-tech
setup does much more than simply pro-
vide forward motion. It also offers impec-
cable traction and stability control—the
Carrera GT struggles with the former and
completely lacks the latter.

[f you like, you can cruise along in elec-
tric mode. While it won't provide the star-
ship wallop of the combined power units,
it's spicier than you'll need in most urban
settings; think VW Golf GTI-like acceler-
ation. E mode is good for up to 22 miles
on electric power alone before the hybrid
mode kicks in to recharge the batteries.

I also find the E mode marvelously
entertaining for the way people look at the
car when it cruises silently down the street,
They get that purzled look: They see the
car, all swoopy and racy, and they see it
move, but it takes a while for them to fig-
ure out why it'’s not making any noise.

Although my test drive was in the
mountains, [ appreciated having a quiet
mode for a few miles, just to appreciate
the serenity of the setting and the oppor-
tunity to see more wildlife. E mode is
also useful if you'd like to cruise through
an area and not draw teo much attention
to vourself,

As the battery depleted, the 4.6-liter
engine automatically fired up to both
power the car and recharge the battery.
This was a bit unsettling; I was cruising
around quietly when suddenly it sounded
as if a UPS truck was following closely
behind. 1 checked the mirrors and
saw...nothing. It was the engine running

in “charge” mode, which at low speeds
sounds a lot like the blaat of a delivery
truck, thanks to the proximity of the high-
placed exhausts, located just a couple feet
behind the occupants’ heads.




Just as I get used to the racket, the
engine cuts off when the battery is
charged and I find myself enjoying the
quiet, which allows me to hear other cars,
the sound of the 918’ tires on the road
and the occasional stone striking the
563,000 (!} Liquid Metal Chrome Blue
paint job.

Remarkably, because [ was in either E
or Hybrid mode for the first 10 miles of
the test, the graphic on the dash showed
that my fuel economy was about 67 mpg.
Yet it’s important to remember that
“hybrid” for the German automaker does
not mean wimpy. Quite the contrary; it
means optimizing all available power
options for efficiency and speed.

The better part of my drive was up and
down the access road to a ski area: 28
miles of very twisty tarmac. This is where

just the right amount of twitchiness on
this very steep and twisty section of road.
Combine that with the added benefit of
four-wheel steering—which finds just the
right amount of twisting for slow or fast
cornering—and you have an amazing
mountain/canyon car that will light up
anyone's heart rate...and ego.

Many of us expect electronic-assisted
steering to equal something along the
lines of 1990s-era computer driving
games, where you had a wheel but no feel.
Not the case with the 918. Just as scien-
tists have figured out how to provide feed-
back to amputees through their artificial
limbs, Porsche has developed incredible
interactivity through its high-tech steer-
ing, braking and regenerative systems.

Braking comes not just from the fric-
tion of the very large Acid Green calipers

2004-2007 Carrera GT 2015 918 Spyder

LAYOUT Mid-engine
DRIVE Rear-wheel drive
ENGINE 5.5-liter V-10
ENGINE POWER 612 hp

ENGINE TORQUE 435 Ib-ft
MOTORS MIA

MOTOR POWER MIA

TOTAL POWER 612 hp

TOTAL TORQUE 435 |b-fi
TRANSMISSION 6-speed manual
WEIGHT 2,775 Ibs

ZERO TO 60 3.8 seconds
TOP SPEED 205 mph
QUARTER MILE 11.1 seconds at 133 mph
NUMBER PRODUCED 1,270

ENGINE ONLY MPG 9 City / 15 Hwy
MPGe MN/A

BASE MSRP $448,000 (2004)

the drive really got fun, and not just
because of the turns. After some time in
Hybrid mode, I decided to go for Sport.
The sound of the engine immediately
changed from a blaat to a higher-revving
metallic howl.

In Sport, the combustion engine is
always on—to very good effect. The car
rushed up the straights and pounced on
the corners. The 918 is remarkably neu-
tral due to its balanced chassis and
smooth power delivery. That said, the
handling was quite lively and provided
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Mid-engine

All-wheel drive

4.6-liter V-8

608 hp

398 Ib-ft

Two AC motors

125 hp (front)/154 hp (rear)
B87 hp

944 |b-ft

T-speed PDK

3,750 Ibs

2.5 seconds

214 mph

10.0 seconds at 145 mph
918 (total production run)
20 City / 24 Hwy

67 Combined

$845,000

against the even larger carbon-composite
discs, but also from the electric motors
running in reverse to re-generate power
for the battery pack. In other words, [
don’t have to think about overheating the
brakes, because I'm not really using them
until I really stand on the pedal. And once
I realized that, the car became interactive
in ways I couldn’t have previously imag-
ined. As [ drive, | become conscious of my
role in generating and releasing energy in
entirely new ways.

Once I had summited, [ paused for a

few photos and began the trip back down,
I finally felt comfortable enough to go for
Race mode. As a former downhill ski
racer, I've always loved going downhill
more than going up.

I punched the throttle, and the car
rocketed towards the next corner. It took
only a few turns to fully charge the bat-
tery system, so [ was on old-school fric-
tion brakes for the rest of the ride down.
The huge brakes bit firmly and smoothly
at every corner with nary a hint of drama,
despite the car being on the heavy side.

As my confidence grew, I allowed the
car to go faster and faster. No matter what
I did, though, 918 project engineer Frank
Walliser and his team were miles ahead of
my ability with the design and execution
of this car.

Finally, [ pushed the red “Hot Lap” but-
ton to release all the stored electrical energy
and...remember the first time you saw Star
Wars and the Millennium Falcon hit light
speed? Impressive is'an understatement.

The 918 is sure, solid and goes like
stink, eating up the Carrera GT on both
straights and corners. I know it weighs
3,700 lbs, but it doesn't feel like it. Porsche
has a history of exploiting new technol-
ogy to great effect, and with the e-Hybrid
918 they have done it again,

AND THE WINNER IS...

The Carrera GT is like Lamborghini’s
supercars from the "70s, "80s and "90s. It’s
insane fun to drive, but there is always the
feeling that it could bite you in the blink
of an eye. Buying one is the antithesis of
playing it safe. That is part of its appeal,
though. That's what makes it exciting.

Although the 918 Spyder is a lot more
powerful than the Carrera GT, it's also
maore civil. You have to be driving it like a
complete maniac to get it to do something
completely unexpected or dangerous. The
918, then, is like a Carrera GT that got
doctorates in mechanical and electrical
engineering and graduated from the most
prestigious finishing school in Europe.

These two supercars share similar
dimensions, but the mechanical and elec-
trical pieces underneath make them almost
too different to compare directly. The
Carrera GT is for enthusiasts who love raw
and aggressive machines and enjoy a little
danger. The 918 Spyder is for those who
want a technologically advanced supercar
that stays composed and stable in situa-
tions where the Carrera GT would likely
turn its driver into a passenger.



