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The Once in a While Racer A 907 re-emerges after 47 years
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THE ONGE IN A WHILE

AT

STORY BY BALL DURSLER PHOTOS AY SEAN CRIDLAND

BUILT AFTER THE 810, THE OFT-FORGOTTEN 807
WAS ACRITICAL STEP ON THE PATH TO PORSCHE'S
HRST OVERALL VIGTORY AT LE MANS.

I]“ Wu hEIIEHE I" Eﬂl"'ﬁ?]lml you atbended st November's historie 24-

har race weekend at Daprteoma Intermational Speedway, the ;gjl-e'nilly; white ane wispy
T lemgtadl deiven by Jurgen Barth would have brought that gquestion to i,

This isn'l just any Porschee [0 the mrest of the e, the 15T 07 of Gerhuard
Mitter anel foture Fomoula 1 champion Jochen Rindt. This car introdweed the radi-
cal, pumpkin-seed shape that would characierkze Zuffenhansen's longtail, high-
spsid speorls reoers Tor e rest of The decsdes,

The 8017 ig a car ravely remembered. [is factory carcer lasted less than a year,
fronn Le Mans bn 1967 to the spring of 18568, OF the theee 8078 meeed by e factory,
thee only one to ENETER from history's dwsthins is this car, the Le Mans Mittern Rt
cniry hearing chassts BT, [t disappeaved for 47 years—umiil last sunnner, when
it rermed o e Sarthe reglon for the Le Mans Classic weeked.
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F"‘[ m.ll 'ﬂ!ﬂ “mﬂ?nﬂuprm Porsche’s roouel 1o the

Lo Mans-compuering $17, if 207000 has done bt three
races i nearly hall' a century, why—ashde from its vari-
ty=—shonld we cire? Especially sinee, in its one Le Mans
appearasse, the car retired with a blown engine in the
oo onrs of e esvent?

The answer is twofold, First, S07A08 ancd S07404
wiere the only examples to compete with 2.0-liter $11
cingines. The rest of fee 32 bl were powered by the
Ty 771 2 Zeliter flat cight. WT004 won La Mans™ pres-
tighons Index of Performance award and took second in
thie Ersclesss ol Theermal EMTicienes 1T was sl i the small-

bore prototype ¢ and fifth overall, More innpoatanily,
the 7 pepresented Porsche’s first serlous aftempd to
crafl the aerodynamics of its mce cars theongh the: nse
of wind-tunnel iesting. The resule™ An ulira slippery car,
with & drag eoefficlent of prst 0027

The circumsatances of the BT birth and s briel ex-
istenes g8 8 works entey, while seemingly unigee today,
wiere quibte normal during Ferdinand Plisch's time a8 the
compuay s matorsport. chieftain, Thae tale of Porsche's
transition from & supeoriing aeior in Sporns-car meing's
cast o star under Plosch (s well knowa and mesed not be
gone inbo here, exeept to note that the hoge costs ins
volved created tensions within Porsche tha oltimately
threatenesd 1= stabblity,

DNespite thee pace at which the proliferation of new
Porsches rolled oot of the rees shop under Pitbeh, the
prrooess wias oaderly. [ was evolution sher than revo-

htinn, with cach replacement being an improseesd vers
siom of its predecessar. Thos, while the twelve-cylinder
217 was a far different vehlele than [t forebear of 195965

thes 2.06liker, sight-cvlinder CHlomYillars Spoeder hill-
climts special—its lineage can easily be traced through
thie dhesigian ol thee osars thiat e between Uvenn.

While many historians eonsider the 504 o be the Grst
“malern” Porsehe sports mecer, it is the Ollon-Villars
Spviler—banile in o span of siv weeks with a then siate-
of-theart tube fiseme andd Lotus Formula Lskyle snsgaen-
siom—that ks the e progenitor of the “plastic Porsches.”
I T, Deael an wwt bien For the imgesrance Uat Porsshe

placed om hill-climbs, Pistch might not have been able to
imipse luls will on the company's maotorsport elforis

Porsche's domination of the Eoropesan mammiian mues
it meene was considered acritical sales tonl—one that
wead under threat from Fervard in 195965, The [talian firm
had the edge with its middengined Dines 2000 5P Spider
Mo Parsche conld match it IF the German sports-car
maker was to regain the advaniage, a completely new
ar wonlel be misecled,

The: result was the horrked gestation of the Cllon-Yil-
lara Spyder, a vadical desian. The car offended Possche's
“oalel gl whs coubd o nothing bt bow to Pideh anad
his team becaese of the nesd for 8 competitive entry
Tl asar wonldn't brang Porsche 1655 Rill-climis crown

which it seould elm the following vear—tal ils po-
tential wes so obvious that Pisch gained considerable
freseclomm, He wonalel ool GE Lo @ood use.

The wind-hmnal-
honed 207003
wirmom|insr wan
sheaic, bast it wos
e rodynamsoolly
unstobla in inifial
tests, The cor
incorparaied &
Plaxiglos cover
awer the angine,
@ tall windsenssn,
dacrs with Flich
windows, ord an
ol jushalde

rear ypoiler,
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THE FIRST EVIDENCE OF WHAT WAS T0 COME w25 o

S0, wlhdeh midie fea debat at the 1966 24 Hoors of Day-
Lot anel icongeoraied msch of the hill=climboers iecle
nology. Still, for Piceh and his engineers, the G wasn'i
perfect. It had been compromized by Ferry Porsche’s
insistance that it wse 15-inch wheels and out-ol-date
suspension sets ordered for the second, never-built mn
al MHls canceled in favor of the S0

Mok ome toaeeept compromise, Picel set aboat Baild-
ing the s suecessar, the D10, The 910 was essentially
a PG fired with the Ollon-Villars Spocder's suspenskon
anel whieels, In thisory, thee lower Femders allowoed by the
L3 dinmeter wheels and tires should have redueed
et s el sulbstantially. B, in i haste to buoild e
SN, Porsche skipgeed thee wincd<tonne| tests

The 14 dhebantid s a hill-climb car late in the summer
af 195G Whea it was fnally pat into the wind tonnel lai-
er that vear, its deg figores tomed ont to be ronghly
similar to a s, Thase disappointing resolis led to
Phisch'as decksbon to hang a new, acrodymamically fend-
Iy bowly anw thie HLGL T el swas the BT

Crleer than its slightly revised front suspension, ven-
tilated dise brakes, aowd 2.2-er Typse 771 fat elghe, the
07 metained the basic dimensions and mechanicoals of
tlei S0 In the days before the Pibch era, veteran Por-
sehe engineers would lave agonized over a decision [0

move oan b the 3507 so quickly, mast likely chaosing to
stick with the 210 beranse a costly new car might offes
little B o emaent.

The woung arel ambitious Piceh, who hail 8 massive
amonnt of maney to spened on raclng for 1867, thoughi
differently. If he could incroease his cars’ spesd potential
by even g small amount over that of the 904 to maks
Powsclve mane competithee at faster tracks sueh as Spa,
Moacea, Lo Mans, or DyTonmd, he woulbd—e=ven if ollies
ihaomghi the expenditnre excessive aml unnecessany.,

PIECH'S ENGINEERS USED THE WIND TUNNEL 16 2 hiceve

their goal, leading o the 9075 smaather, lower, mare
curvaceous body [ featared a far narmowes, ovadil cakin
anel, For thee traly fast circwits likee Le Mans, a long taper
ing tail with a elear, deeply vented engine cover, The
requlting pumpkin-sesd shape of the ST would carry
arver b its B and 317 siwecessors, U other significant
change was a switch to right-hand drive, a feature em-
ployed in Porsche's spoats racers until today’s 918
Whien fiete seith o estended ail, U 75 0ET drag
cocflicient was the lowest sver recorded for s Porsche
Speoris racer—a Lael el Secrmed o bode well Tor s e
tended debt an Le Mans that coming June. Flogses dicn’
mateh reality, however, With vittoally no apenings ather
tean those Dor tee Tromt-mounted oil radeaior, theae were
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JGrgan Barth
diraye SOF-000
o e Dayba s
Claswic, #Ax it did
aof Le Manz in
1967, $OT-003
runs a flof wix,
wehich beretives
taraugh lauvers
cist irfto thes ¢ lear

rer angine oover,
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mnexpected cooling problems with both the divetrin
Al the brakes. Mareover, the S7's low drag came a
the expense ol high-speed stabiliny,

Daring the Le Mans test wesekend i Agral PRGT, the
cars hancling on the 3. G-mile Mulsanne Siraight was so
lsauel el diivier Herbert Linge refuged 1o takie ig hand of]
thie wheeel tor shift froen fonrth to fifth Tor fear of Insing
coavimal, As 8 result, the %7 woukldn't exceed 146 mph,

The acldition of cooling seoops and 2 small reare spail-
e maicle thie tven W1Ts, chassas nombiers 70T and T-
04, stabde enough for their drivers to push them to their
lirmits, especially on the Mulsanne Susight at Lo Mans,

where they easily excesded 180 mph. Bowesyer, the 907
sl ks snecessors were never entirely comiforable to
drive becanse they remained inherently unstakde, The
prabler seoulid cventeally come to a head in 1969, with
the 917, That car's stahility issses were so frightening

that onby a brave few were willing to drive it lronkcally,
the problems were cured by the use of ralsed, higher-
rag tail sections that provided the necessary dowin-
foree to keegr the 917 planted, fiming a maonster imto 8
Al uadseara ble pacloage.

That wies i long way off in 19G7, thoogh. Porsche's
enginsers straggled to get T and ST ready for
Lz Blanes, SO07-0HC wins pested ab spesd on the Zeltwig

antobahn in Anstria with the help of that commibry's na-
tiomal paolice, todsy an unimaginahbe testing methoa,
Porscle's concentratbon wasnt focised on Le Mans
alomer, wiherre the 507= wanaled employ i 81 ] sderived it
siz dhme 1o woaries regarcing the reliahility of the 2.2-iter
Ty 771 Mat cight. Parsche's fseus wias also Gxed on the
eapilly impenrtant goal of besting Ferran in the mann-
freturers championship battle that year The fglit wonld
o L a close ol Brands Haoel in Aogoest with e
POAL G0HY, selhere the S0T macde its second appeamanoe

Powered by a 771 flar eight, chassis #7005 came home
fourth. Undortunaiely, Seaol Lackhe Stewart s lasi-minaie

charge intosecond place behind the ssnning Chapareal
of Phil Hill was gocsd cawongh to give the lEalian firm the
crowm. Ferrar bear Porsche by just oo poim

Whar wo ove oy then was thar the SET—uwith just
bk meess i it credit=—wis on borrowed time [Ewisnt
hecause the M7 was a disappointment, however, The
spet’s moverning body, the French-oiented Federatlon
Intermatinnale de PAutomobdbe, had changed the mles,
slapping & A.0Hiter displacement cap on protoivpes for
B, The decision Gvoned the ome-growin, gover-
menibsponsored Matra VIiZs to the detriment of the
high-performance, hig-displacement Ferraris, Fords, aad
Chaparrals Picch saw Uhe opporianity, ard fook il

Cpposite poges The
length of Fhe rear
dack lid i swicdmnt,
Althaugh it leoks
resasdivee, iF weighi
wary litha, Lok Tha
cogkopit, including
thets pedals, ean
baat ha desoribsd
5 sparion. The
insbrsment panel
Is damincied by o
cenbal e,

Albarw fif Le Mons
in 14T, e lodary
enberad hath
BO7-003 and
PO7-002. The latter.
ghaiven here in the
b kg, wonuld
wein tha Index of
Parformance,
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H.“IHE l[ﬂHHEI] EAH“’ EH““E" af what was bo coma,

Porsche englne designer Hans Mezger set to work. He
ereated whal hecamae: the S.0iter 908 cight, an ongine
based on an experimental dual-overhead-cam version of
e 11 1'a dhat shx. The new fat ehght waonld be deopped
inter this W07 chassiz, ot sehich point the 307 took on the
engine s MHE moniker,

Gefare that happened, the 907 would aoill represent
theer Fartony's inberests——anil represent them well—in the
first months af the 198 season before i E8s debut an
Monza in April. Three months bedore e G Ean e, tee
HIT swvept Depvtoae's pasfinmi—— 1=2<5—in kngiail form. In
shart-tail form, it cleimed victories st the 12 Hoors of
Setwing and the Targa Florlo, and finished second al
Framads Hadeh, While the $08 wounbd gamer its first victory
at the 1,HEkkilometer Mirfurgring rece in May 1903,
Lt prrallems sty it supposecdly bess coniplos s

erplant kept it ot af the winner's circke 5t Moreza in Agpril
That kept the ST in the pheture. At Le Mars in 15058, a 07
wan the prodotype category aawd fnished sceeomel overall,
The top M8 took secod in class and third overall

Tlhee= BTS Lae M wiin wiak to b soanmething of a last
Tarrah, Thae S0E, novwe sortedd, seould take over and give
Porsch its first mannfaeiurers crown in 18 in g dom-
inating fashbon. Even so, the 07 would contimoe to mee
in private hands well inko the mid=1970s, withoot dis-
gracing itsell or those who drove it

HI." WH!.T I]F mll"ﬂﬂ-ﬂ? What happeened] doring its 47-

vear hintus? Dae o Porsche’s podicy of selling its works
entries aller just ave or two events, SOT-000 fetory
eareer endhed in dune FWGT with its early retivement at Lae
Mans. It languished for the rest of the vear, and was
purchiged by Cerman privatesr Bad son Wendt in e

nary of 19068 He soon erashed it during & test session

Vo Wendi took the broken and Battered S07-0035
with him when b maowved to Canaria, There it stayed
unrepaired and raotting awav—uontil it was rescued sev-
el o= ago by ex-Poegele test dimver and Tormer In-
terserie star Willi Kauhsen, wha brooght it back to
Gy for a restaration. Its new tnbe-frame chassis
anl besilly are mated o low-Eime mechandcals,

Towliy, SHIT-HED is tharonghly correet in termes of s
appearance and specifications, having been rebuile tao
mateh ii2 configuration at Le Mans [ 1967, The car's
reappesuaasee Al the Cirvnl de I Sarthee Liest July for Le
Mans Classic served as a living reminder of 8 peviod of
Porache racing ke no others, an eca onowhich the depant-
ment’s developmental pace and imtensigy was as fase amd
furious as anything that hagpened on track between the
suardrails. Fora glimpse of Uhat pace, iorm Dhe frage.
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Paruche anginears
dasigned the air
et e awaid
osrady na mic
disturbances—
bath up romt fer
+tha front-mounted
ol conber and ot
e redr, whers
waops {left) halp
o keep fransmis-
iinn femperghines
in chack. Tha ear
ek woas olso
Fattedl wiith @n

od justabls rear
spoiler eft] te
insgrove high-
spead winhility.
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OLLON-VILLARS SPYDER st ie justsix waskcs duing the sammer of

1945, this fube-frome sparts rocer used Parmulo 1-styles suspension ond whesls,
Powered by a 240-hp, 2.0-liber Type 771 flot edght, it weighed judt 1,170 powads,
Miamed for ik First and loter i inta a F it pmryed ox the poftern far all

“plastic Porsches” leading up ta Fhe 217, Alkowegh it failed fo shap Ferrari’s chorge o
1965% hat-cEmb title, A refuried the trown te Pecsche in 1958,

VTS

1 FOENCHE & SO

T

H“E Tha 904, ar Correra &, was tha first fruly madern Paruche sparts racer.
He desigr woz bazed an that of the Qllan-¥illars Spyder. but was samething of
compramise beeouie—|ilke the P08—it uied sutdeted suspension and 1 5-nch

ii haale, Sald ta ci rosesrs an tha B4 % replacemant, the P08 wan
powered by a racing version of the 911% baxer six, b woas utilized by the fogtory
with the same flof six o3 well as a 2.0-liver Type 771 flar eight.

H"] Debuing as a hil-climb car in the summer of 1988 but infended od o factary
circud® racer, the 910 wos saanticlly o B0é using F i and whaalz darived
fraem the components foumd B the DBan-Villars Spyder. The 910 woas roced by e
fmdiary with both six- and sight-cylinder engines. The ex-works $108 were dsld te

privotearsy after cne or hwra avents, ard wars fitted with ciz=cylinder po larts,

H“I As a wind-fusnel-haned 910, the 907 came in langhail and short-tail ferma.
'With e nobabile sxcaption of hwao cors far Le Mams in 19467, ol wers pawasred by
the 2.2-liter Typs 771 flof elght. Alfhough Its coreer a3 o werks enfry was shaort, Fe
P07 brought Tulenkhousen its first ovenall win of Dayhana in 1958, It alsa wen at
Swbring and tha Torga Flaria that year,

H“E While Fae langhall 08 would featuse the fiest reor wing on o facrary-ballr
Perschas, it was anguably lifle mens thon o re-engined 907, Bs 300-liter llat eight was
derived fram an experimental DOME version of the 911 % flat six., fvailoble as a
bonggtall streamlimer and o short-toil speiates, the 908 ensured It plooe in history by
wirming the 1949 monulaeturers Bile for Porscha, the first of many te ceme. UnBke
s nan-hil<limbing predecessars, the majority of shost-tall $Q0s were bull as Spyders,

HII Teihalally a “Emited-predistion sparts car” and mot o profoiype, the 917
wias the erewning ackisvement of the “plasie Pariche™ ero. In essenes; || wad a re-
badiad P08 with its cackpit moved sighfly forward o occommadate the mazsive flat
twelve, whith could easiy push it ho speeds well in encess of 200 mph. Athaugh &
suffered severs oersdynamic stability prablemns in #4 19569 debul seasan, revisians
furnad the 217 info o winmer thot wauld dominots the world sndurance racing scens os
well os e Can-am serles. The uitinole Porsthe race cor? Many think so, @
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