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I's funny what a year can do in the racing world.

Al the conclusion of the 2014 Pikes Peak Intermational Hill Climb, organizers were
already talking about 2016 and the centennial race, skipping over 2015 in press releas-
es and conversation. < Porsche fans didn't have much to look forward to, either. In
2014, Jeff Zwart lost the Time Attack 1 class to Vincent Beltoise by only 1.2 seconds
due to a faulty Tuel pump, and he was mumored to be either reliring or shifting (0 a
Macan for 2015. Time Attack 2 winner Fred Veitch was retiring, and Vintage class
driver Chris Lennon had conceded that his 1973 811 RSRE coupe had delivered all it
could—coming second yel again to Kalf Christensson’s Shelby. 4 Perhaps the orga-
nizers were right io concenirate less on the 2015 event than on 2016. Luckily, racers
don't have that kind of patience.

THE FIRST HINT 1t 2015 weouta he

a special year came on A Jannary
wigl Lo Porselne of Caoloracde Springs.,
when service manager and Pikes
Peak-winnlng crew chiel Thave Petil-
i menkiomed ont bewek ane gErinken o
a low-mileage 2004 411 Turkso 5 with
a conggrouong “sold” ag.

Dot tell anyone—hat’s going

ey b Diommes's car,” said Petit, 17

s clon't knowe what that meamns,
consider that Diavid Donmer's gramd-
fathier, Bol Doaaver, helpsed resarrect
the race up Pikes Peak after the dor-
mant World War 1T vears, David's
father, Taoh Diosmner Ir., maced Pikes
Peak in Porsche RSKE= and RSis
i phe Bt 1550 aned 1803, winming
tlee rece three years in a row from
16l to 1962, David's older brather,
Nodby IIII went crverildl in 1889, As for
TDiavid? He won overall in 1581, 3000,
and 20055 ina Donner-Dv kst apen-
whieel special. In 2H 2, he drove a
Palatow special to an Tnlimited class
win. Tinnner is one of i small group
of peaple who have won when the
rusad up Pikes Peak was anpaved,
partially pavecd, and fully paved,

I 2013, Donmer returned to his
family's Porsche rools and enterecd
iz oovn 911 GTE Cuge bn the still un-
refined Time Attack elass, which
gronped strect-steck vehicles with
all-ont protatypse racers that vaguely
resembled street cars. Acdmitbedly,
Tionmer’s GT3 Cop was no street car,

hart it weasn'l & purposebailt “spe-
cial” s was the Millen Racing Hyum-
hai Grewesis that Paol Dallenbach
drove that year, Nor was il on par
swith Jefl Bwar’s turhocharged D97
G CupfT2 BS “hybrid,” which
hal 30 more horses

Mo malter Donnes drove like a
man possessed that year, qualifyving
abwsacl of Dallenbach awd Zwart ancl
finkshing i elose secomd o ||'Il|':"_'|."|l:ﬂ
dai after Zwart got mired in weather,

Doamner sat out Fikes Peak in
14, instead racing in the Pirell
Cup, In the reantimse, the PPIHC
comipetition committes realigned the
rules so that all-out racers such as
the Hyundab and Zwart's morboe GT3
Caup would] reee against similar cars
ins Thme Adtack 1, while streal-basecd
cavrs with light mancdifications to en
gine saltware anid brakes would mee
i Tirme Allack &

Frel Visibeh woony TAZ im 2004 in a
Hghtly modified 2001 996G Turkso,
With Yeitoh retiring, Petitii thought
sognenne with Doner's experience
bl talent driving a Porsche #5990 Tur-
hex 5 with nearly SH hp, improved
hancing, el conirod, and mear-
whesd steering conled break intes
the vaunted nine-mimibe pmw—in 8
abresel-legal car,

Giracdually and quuietly, the Tionner
elfort came together. The team go
many of Yeiteh's sponsors, and a
nice little story was developing. But

fraonm acwrikers perspaective, that™s all
it was, a niee little story: Porschse
cnters, Forsche wing, Nice for Pos-
sclwe, bt nol much drama

ALL THAT CHANGED IN MARCH. 11,
start Pikes Peak Racing—usew to the
Colorada Springs ares—annoanased
it was preparing a 2006 Missan GT-R
fowr the Time Attack 2 class to be
driven by champion rosiel raeer Fun
alw Pobist. Leading the new team was
Former Porscle of Colorado Spreings
mechanic Travis Smith, who had
worked on Velteh's car i 2004 and
Domner's in 20013, The ez began,
Many insisted that Donner—svith
all hig experience on the mountain
are] with a 9891 Turbk 5 with Four-
whieel steering—swoanld b a shao-in
an Pikes Peal, Others wene talking
abonl YouTube videos of the Missan

Dppasier Dokl
Bannars 3014
211 Turbo &
speedi throwgh
tha fast uppar
sectlom, Belowr
Frinndly rivals
Bandy Pobst and
David Danmser
troded foxt times
thraugheaut the
manth leading
fo the roce,
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Abave: Ciber than
safety equipment,
Domners 951
Turbo was
wazmnfiolly streat
otk Belaws Chirls
Lemnon kos wan
the Pikes Peak
Wintoge closs in
tamn of the post
faur years. Right
Lemnoms 211
parked nest o
Pebats GT-RB,

R TN

GT-R burming ug the Miidburgrng.
Paobst's dogens of professional vicio-
rles in & varlely of classes and cams
raume upe FEven Dmmer admibbed Tae
had read several articles written
about Pobst and knew ol lis talent.
Cihy, and it seemed that Pikes Peak
Racing was working aronnd the

clock-—testing, testing, and maore

tesgting af loeal tracks, with Presiasi
affering constant feedback,

Petitth andd Thanner were undlap-
pahle In May, Petitti slowly hegian
preparing the 891, remaoving whal
iterior biis were legal Do remove,
The var kept its heater, sir-condition-
ing, soamed aystem, and parking cam-
e, Pettiti ran the caor in bocal PCA

track days. Eventually, the eoll cage
vweent im andd testing began in sarmest,
althwomgl =somee swondered B they had
started foo Lube, Maore gossip ensied

Whils Trormer is urdleniably goodd
o Lhe madinbain and Porssche iz
well, Parsche, wonld the ] bhe up
o the ashk? And what absot Pobat?
Hore, hes good-—hnt [onner can
drive Pikes Peak Blindfoldedd,

ON-MOUNTAIN TESTING BEGAN i

the pre-dawn howrs i obd-Juome.
The teen cavrs weomlel man on the same
anrface Tor the first time, Smith, Pe-
titti's former emploves, woald be
parked wext to the Porsche team in
il pat area. aned omner woadld imeet
his rival Pnhst

It was an inferesting pairing. (o
sy e lesasl. Asicle Froo ther racing
hackgrounds, the twa drivers pres-
end an intereating case atudy. Both
are oan goingl, gregarions, and maord
est, artienlabe andd with a qoick—hut

geaiibe—sease of humaor, A nice a8
thay seem, Both are intensely com-
pretitive and supremely confldent.
Amtl they seem to like each other
The twa were aften seen in animat-
ol carversation and contirmesd e
branter all throngh official testing the
wiprek Before the race. Perhaps even
mowre inferesting, the o bracked
fastest times almost svery mun up
Ll monaibain, rarely Sepacated by
miwe than & second or two an By
gl sectlon A geend raoe was brew-
ing inv Tirmes Abbck 2

JEFF TWART TOOK HIG TIME c.cictivne

what he would do in 2015 Always
o Lo Benldl hils cards close, he even-
mElly decided o enter his BESpre
pared ko GTE Cupoone more time
in Time Attack 1, With b yisars of
civelopiment, it had to come right
this tme, dicdn €7

IF youw've mever seen this cir in
action, it is one 1o beholbd, Zwart. de-

LI

Al §

goeribed il as the best sar e dnven,
ever, It slomved when e set the fast-
cal times in aeveral early test ses-
sions, nnning fmster than Paul Dal
lembach's 1 0hp opso-whee] ear,
U thie ctlver side of Town, Cliris
Lennon and his voluntesr erew hal
hizen bullding a ltile monster of &
atr to replace the nwderpowesred

BSR eloake. Withoast its skin, e nesy
car looked like & fourdegged insect
Al wasn't much bgger than ane,
Powered by o torbocharged 2.7 iber
enging and with a highly maodified
14 skin anached, Lenson clained i
was the estost car he'd ever driv-
ear—uniil just a week belore the
race when il blew its only engine in

Alberve Tvoart
negatiotes Daukls
Cut, winding
through same of
PFikes Paak's mast
speciacular
seenary, Ralows
Fosrmier Ve
driver RBoymund
Gusrrana was o
Porsthe sanwed in
2015, plosing a
resperahle seooed

in class to Donner,
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Risgh#: Chrls
Lemnons RSP
clinsha taweard the
sismnit. Balaw:
Justie Wilson =
all sailes o5 he
massdi Jushin
‘Wilzom, Trogically,
e [melpemr driver
{right] dind luxs
som Pasa maonths
lotar ax the ek
of an accident

ol Pacanc.

AL GG PR

a big way, 5o Lannon went back to
the RSR for another ron up the
movintain, hoping for perennial
competitor Rall Christensson io
mutke 51 mislalee.

Raymind Guerrero, wha placed
qisukd Lo Veiteh in 2004 ina Dodge
Vipser, showed up with a 2008 0487
Turkes 5. Hig Vigser had expired thae
manth hefore, s he needed oo seee
ready entry, anid b needed it quick-
by, A Paarsachie G e bill,

Justin Wilson pogyeed up on social
resdla. entering a S GT3 I Thime
Artack 1. Eversome wonddered why a
formsr F1 and corvent. Indyear diriv-
e was entering his own SH-baged
car, Eventually, it became clear that
there I= more than one Justin Wilson
im thes woordl, and this Pikes Peak en
trant wasn't the: famous one,

Rather than the snoozelest ov-
eryong expected, the 20016 race
temaedd ot to have more blg-namae
drivers and impressice s than
any iteration since the ald Champ
Car days when Fowt, Andretti, and
the 1Tnsers ran the maonntain,

Breabiles Jwart in TAl and the
Pobst/ Donner hattle in TAZ, Rhys
Millen bronght a 1.38-hp electric
racer that would challengse Molahi-
ra *Monster” Tajima’s entry fo be thae
first electeie car toowin overall. Paul
Dadlenkach's crew worked the bass
cart of their open-wheeler. Fonmer
Idvear driver Doninie Dobson
bronght a Redical sports racer. Jus-
tin Law arrived with a beautifully
prrequrrd L Justin Bell was e
tered iy a factory Lexos effort, Road
racing veloran Rick Knoop was in a

smaller Entroqy electric car, and
Tdvear driver Jostin Wilson {the
famnaes oms] wis a lale entry inoa
Honda-entered LMP2 car with an
Inehy-hizsed torbhe engine, though he
dichin't make the reee doe to pre-
el Liseling prokdems

The pade car was the still secred
Sewra NSX prototype. Though die-
harels Bument thae bnss of the gravel
cays, the paved surfaces are giving
s [l o Ul il

(N RACE Dn“. smidssth munning and

good weather meant the maotorevele
class was doawe Fairy early, and the
ciars maght ke abde 1o il belose
the: imevitable Rocky Moontain in-
clement weather movied i As nlee
a% it looked to spusctators, victory
was still spleed by frustracion for
nirdy il Lhae Lop runners

Bhys Millen's Latvian-entersd
Tiriwe e PP elecire car won over-
all and set a mew class record of
V222 beating Tajima's Rimac
E-Fammer Concept Chwe by 25 see-
cindis. AL the top, Millen revealed that

he lost rear deive abaont a third of th
wiay up the meanain, mesaning he
was oy nsing half power for much
of the rse, He thoaght & tioe in tee
ight-mirnile mmnge was possibde. The
last.ear toorum that fast was Schastien
Locb's Peagoot in 20151

Zwart finadly won in Time Attack 1
—his ehghth win on the mountain—
anl fimighesd foorth owverall with o
claga record aml pergonal best of
B 205 Fle was hapgs with the vic-
tory, but again sulfered & misfire to-
ward thee top of the sourme, losing

-

-
- il
- i S

P g, P W,

hoth peower and tirme, He gured the
e ol go 15 o 20 seconds Taster
up the maundain in equal eonditions,
Jdustin Wikson used this &5 a leam-
ing vesar, running his 9946 0T tooa
reapeciable T150H2 and taking
geventh in class, With no isswes all
week, he was wearing & smile in
every photo. He even got to meet his
hierer, the ctbaer Juesting Wilson
Meanwhile, all cyes were an the
Dhosnesy Probiar baat e, Wiounld Possclue
win yeb sgrin, or woubd Pobst's talent
andf the power of the Nissan take the

Juff Demri's
thres: ysor
prosgrom with the
BRI-prepaned
turbic GT3 Cup
fimally come fo
frution with a
clozs winm, a dazs
recerd, amd &
parsonal beat
tinse, Here be
calabratss hiv
sighth win with
wille Terri and
doughber Bayles,
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& serles of ey

starmms ladt o
recard amaunt of
smaw min i
maustain, making
0 dransati alpiee
backdrap far
Furarts fire-
breathing Parsche.

FHRAUIL REFTEMEES I

day? When the time came, Downer
repestbesd the oneh conbrod star
that had impresssd spectators all
swisiek Lon gt Ul Porscbae il a steong
flrst section time of 1:R1.142. Buot
soanewliere in the W aection of the
conrse, during the deamatic climb
g, braking, and switchbacks, the
Sport Plug maode malfonctioned.
That meant Donner was down on
power for the long, fast secthons mear
thes snmmil, where speedd is of m
st impeortance, He god o thae tog
i 102680, bt he Koew that gl
Nisman's power conld carmy Paohst bo
i [asber L

Mext ngr wes the previons yesir's
Cipen class winner, Layne Schrane,
i his wery Fast Cheveodet. Tinforto-
nately, his car blew its engine on the
bower paortion of the course, It was
Pohst’s b niexl, aned he was ready
o g, his team having juse remoned

thee thie warmers, However, the Blown
eagine hiad speswerd ol and coolan
ante the road, aml the race was de-
laved as salely crews cleaned up.
Pabst's team put il warmers hack
o anel walted patietly.

N coaerse, wery fese penphe kness
the resson for the delay, Somse harl
recoginized Donner nol going as fasl
as he was capable of s wondered
if hir hagin't made i to the top. Oth-
s thonght Schrane hsd crashasd,
Slonely, the word cams from courss
officials with racio communicataon
that Thonmer had set o new class re-
wirel Anbicipaibon grew.

IFrcsn the dala sheet, Pobsts
crew knew they had a real chance,
Coanpeared with Donner’s times in
testing, something dido’ add op, IF
Pohst had a atrong run, they coukd
hewt thee Porsche, Pohsts profes
sional nature kicked in: he conkd

amell blood. He put the Missan's
ekl to the mastal with a first secior
time of 1RG22, a full second andd
a half faster than e Porsche on
thee mestly gendle slogess and Fast,
sweeping carmers of the lower See-
tiome, Still, that wonkin't be enowgh
Donmer's Porsele had gatton better
and better throngly the fwisty mid-
stotion, o Pobsl poared iEon, Bk
ing every clanee he coakd.

Donmeer could anly wait—and
walt e did. Word fltered out thal
e #4 Missan was off course, What?
Was it a mechanical? Safery workers
ko] dne Mo, a crash at Samp Cog-
wer, a hard, sharp, nphill right
handgder with a very late apex. At the
Lo, [hommer was relievied o take
win numbeer five bt wonderad,
“Wheat happensed™

Guerreros Porsche ciome in ol
111304 ], comsiderably fagter than

hiz time from 20014, puiting him a
srllicl seeoned Lo Donner, Jerud Voight.
the: Montana Kid, Anished third in
class with his Camaro.

ﬂﬂ HAHI[HE HHEH i the Bockies.

the clomds started gathering ancd
cdarkening around noon as weather
staried to maowee i, Then it came—
thumder andd lightning, with hard
rabn on the lower portions anad bliz-
wird coawlitions up log, Chris Len
non was tee lasl one to make it to
e Summimil belore the race was
stapped for a conple of hoors while
crews plovwed the road and allicials
waitedd for the lightning to ahate
The upper portlong of the course

wiere coversd by twa inches ol

shishy snovw, ane afficiols decided to

run the remalning competitors only

hal Py, o juest Brelose Cilen Cioswe
T cqualize the raee, it was deckd-

ed that records to the top would
gramdl, bt race resulis wouald ke
hased only on times b Glen Cove,
Amazingly, Lennon's srsall-displace-
meemit HESE weis apuiclk om thes bottom
portion, seiting & LS0.AH agains:
rival Rall Christenzson’s 2:08. 183,
Lenmaom waon the Vintage elnss for the
geodnl time, fink=shing on the podinim
fior ther fonarth stradghl. year

Eventually, the competiiors who
Pl macle it Co D Sammil whens al-
o]t el cloown, Becamse the
race was still golng o, they had 1o
wait al Gl Cooee Tor thee st racer
ber fimish, Competitors gol oot of
theedr cars and mingled with media
anil sperobalors as the spoalancons
ol of a pary stmick. The warmer
temperatores down Bhe maonnizin
anil the rellef that comes after the
Close of a hand week broaght smiles
all arannd—exeept for Tajima, whis
Lok & nap i s car,

Several drivers wonddereo what
had hapgeened to Pobst, and after the
race wias finighed, the compeelitors
clitssl back iy their cars and head-
ed down the mountaln Alimost ev-
ervonie maiche o el stop near Saanpe
Caorner. where the wrecker was
prarkoech o the oudsicke ol e coamer.
Pobst was giving instroctions andd
wid clearly okay. Fvervone who saw
the wreeck wondbered, “Wose? How
dlidd it get way over there?”

It seems Pohst
Il o irtor thee
10-mph corner at
about 1 mph.
skiclched stright
ol the road, marde
a e thiat eleared
a poad, and ended
up et to @ bank aboal
156k yarels off the rogd
Later, he saicd that in his eathnsi-
asr Do el Dot trancke of whiere he was
in the conrses 15 comers.

.Hl.'l EI]IT Wﬁ.ﬂ. Thie 200 5 eslitiom of
the Pikes Peak Intemnational Hill
Clivly, fest predicted to be a smooze,
was ane o the most hatly contested
races anyone could remember, Ti
wits the first wear that an eleetric car
wirl the race overall, signaling the
it ol the Dature. Zwart madie good
on the promise of his murhocharged
Parsche GT3 Cup hillclimb sgscial
anel koek bis eighith wim om ehe moan
Lain. [anners mauniain expe e
bizar Paobat's apecd for his filth tide,
angd Lennon’s litthe team's faith in the
inderpowercd RER pald off with
thizir second cliss win,

For Parsche, it was throe for
thiree with wing in all thiree classes
enlerect——and it doesn’t get moach
better than that. [ driver and manu-
Fueturer interest continnes to boald,
0 should b a doozy, @

Albave: Rbys
Millern's pwerall
wibm, Phe firat foe
an mlackric car,
ughsred in o new
ara o Plloes Peak.

Belowy, left fo
rightt Justis
Lorer, Jubff Ewart,
Juztin Bell, and
Rhvys Millen jain
Fred Weitch at
the pasi-race
¥intwrluda™ naar
Gler Cove,
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AT 11:00 PAM, O8N TUESDAY, JUME 23,
Joe Brenmer, the general monoger
of Parsche af Colorada Springs, gat
a coll gm his tell phone adwvising
hien thot he woald shartly be re-
cniving a call fram reyalty,

“#ct maturally,” sobd the wolos
on the ather end. “You're dealing
with @ rocimg esthusiost, You may
call hisn Khaolid, although he bk o
shaikh fram Gotar, Ha wauold liks
te drive im the Pikes Peok HIll
Climb. He will be arriving ftemar
rovey marndng with bis @18 ond his
GTd B5. Which do you think would
ba the batter cor? We will need
oS for MO pebple”

Brenner poused far a einube
befare arking, “How did you get
thls namber? The valie respand-
wd, "1 usad to wark for the CIA."

s o stary thot woeuld be be-
yond belief except for Pare things.
One, Sheikk Kholid AkThani, o
member of the rling family of
Giotar, hoa bean an ovid fan of ma-
tar racing since be wos o kid, Mast
recemly, he was 8 majer sponser al
AlAnabi Roding, which last year
fiebded Fea oars In MHRAS Top Fuel
divvinicin, Tha othar Bas fa do with
his fomiby's Qotor Holding com-
pany, which fram 2009 o 2013
owned o 10% share of Porsche §1.
Mare recantly, om Invesiment group
fram Gotor [working with Miami
Dolphims ewner Stephen Ress] bas

m FIREML  FHRNEH WE

sen rumsared o be in megotiatens
weith C¥C Capifal bo purchases a can-
tralling leterest in Fermulo 1. I
ssema the Qatari are seriaus abaut
mahor racing,

Saill, ir's mof as i onyane con just
show up omd drive in Fhe Pikea
Peak Internathenal Hill Clink. The
entry deodlise was of e end of
Janwory. It requiress trainisg, dedi-
cathen, ond potienos b gef a cor te
Han tap, lat aless win a coss, Cirga-
mizers foke the sofery of thelr en-
frants wery seriously and elasely
serutinize the competition records
ond cor bullds, Goinlng estry te the
roce of thin lofs dote would bs ouf
of the guestan, sven for someons
of wealth and reyalry.

Howewer, the PRIME cammithes
thasught there might be sams othser
ways fo accammadate the wheikh,
If he were ta submit to o doy of
sthooling ond wai chls fa arronge
far some proctics time, they would
wonslder leing him do o non-
campalitive “vwesp™ run up the
msnanbale bereresn the motoroyele

ond outomoblle clesses, But wha
cauldd ba hia mskructar?

W fhurns out theat lest years Tiee
Arack T winmer, Fred Veitdh, had
partfitted hiz cor to foke weleded me-
dia up the mousioin far 7010
runs during proctics days, Vadtch v a
leng-time PCA Instructor omd e
PCA%S first natlonal safefy chair back
in the 1970s. He also sits on the
Fikes Peak Internotiosol Hill Climb
board of dirschars, Ha was tha abie
ous and imesediate dholee to ghe
Skeikh Al-Thonsi o detailed, guided
taur of the mounkain of spesd,

Besldes running up the mown-
‘taim, the sheikh was obls ta gat an
emtry bn the Pikes Peok Alrsivip Af-
tack, a tep-speed exhibition where
supsrcars such o Molorens, Lom-
borghinks, ond, yes, 9185 un far
all-out top spesds. Shaikh Al-Thani
reportedly reached a very resped-
ahls 193 mph in that event an
Thursday night befare reporting of
100 mame the newt morming o rlde
up tha mountoin with Veatch,

Velich omd his royal possenger

mode ot least o cauple of runs on
asich sactian and had tima BabFaasn
runs for discussion of the proper
line, how o aveid the bumps and
frost heaves, and the impartance
of oxygen, hydrothan, and proper
dint, sspacially for
lmgy from seo level.

On Soturday mornisg, o rest
doy far competibors, the sheikh
remted the rood for himsmsel for
fhras hauwrs bafors 200 oom., wa he
eould practice. He ron a resper-
able time, in the Pwelse-minuie
range, in kis @18, Then, an Sunday,
be drove the AAP Porsche 918 to
Iﬁl'l‘:‘::nnrl nxhibificn swesp car
with on umofficiol e reported o
b in the elevans.

Apparestly ke liked it, bacauss
there are olresdy reports  thot
Sheikh Khalid &FThani will be m-
furming In 20718 with a feam. Mo
ane i sure whol ears ar drivers the
team will field, bart # his recard in
MHRA ond his quitk learning curve
im 2015 ore any indicafion, # will
e woarth wotching. —5€




