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Parade 2014 Magic in Monterey

PCA's annual extravoganza visits Californio—and deows a shunning 2,400 members in 1,200 Porschos

Changing of the Guard A new Parade Autocross Top Time winner

|s the 987 Cayman 5 the weopan of choice for Top Time of Doy® Bt was this year

One More Speedster for the Show One car, 47 years of passion

A PCA member's long, long journey to this year's Parade Concours Field

Ludwig the Loud Who won1977's Trans-Am series?

Canoda's counterpoint o Peter Gregg took his appeal all the wey ta the FIA in Fronce—ond won

Heart, and a 996 Turbo PCA stalwart Fred Veitch conquers Pikes Peak

Ona i:.F our own jusl won |:-|l.:_:| in his third and final ottempi of the F:I!T-cd CQIOIf1dH hill climbs
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Omp tmg in the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb is not

SEFTEMEER 20l

for the weak of spirit. Climbing this hill requires the highest level of preparation
for both driver and car. Each faces unique physical challenges: A driver must ne-
gotiate 156 corners while climbing 4,720 vertical feet in just 12.42 miles, and the
car must work optimally through microclimates ranging from full summer to full
winter—through several bars of change in air pressure. Pikes Peak offers a multi-
tude of technical challenges, including unforgiving “run-off areas™ with trees,

boulders, deep troughs, and empty sky. Merely to finish is no mean leat.

To win—to place one's name on a
list that includes Unser, Donner, An-
dretti, Millen, Vashholtz, Zwart, and
Loeb—Pikes Peak demands one es-
sential element more, that intangible
quality called “heart.”

Porsche factory driver Romain
Dhomas has that. In 2012, he had what
he described as the “worst day of his
racing career.” A crash stopped the
race and cansed Dumas to min later,
in wet conditions. He would lose the
overall win to Rhys Millen by just
0L018 second, and was so emotional
he threatened never to retum. When

he did return in 2013, his effort was
thwarted by mysterious mechanical
gremlins, the kind that can plague
the best of cars. Dumas hasnt given
up, though. Something to do with
heart, and the allure of Pikes Peak.
More determined, he entered two
cars this vear: his own Norma-Hon-
da prototype for an assault on the
overall win and his 2012 GT3 HSR,
entered in Time Attack 1 for young
Vincent Beltoise. The effort paid off,
Though Dumas did not set a record,
his time of 505,00 was good enough
toearn him the coveted Western-style

Opposite, top: Jeff Iwart negotiotes Double Cut in his
twin-turbo 997 GTA Cup. Iwart dominated Time Attack 1
in practice but suffered ogonizing fuel-pump issues in the
race. Above: The third ime was the charm for Porsche
factory driver Romain Dumas as he overwhalmed oll
comers in 2014 with his turbocharged Morma-Honda
prototype [above). Left, from left to righk: Drivers Romain
Dumas, Vincent Beltoise, Fred Veitch, Joan-Jacques Bally,
Pater Koch, Chris Lennon, Robert Priliko, and Jeff Iwart.

belt buckle for 2004's overall win. Can
a big belt buckle be as coveted as a
Rolex Daytona? To those who know
what it means, ves.

Perennial Pikes Peak racer Jeff
Zwart has seen and experienced it
all—erashes, mechanical problems,
bad luck with the weather, and mul-
tiple victories. In 2010, he won his
class in a 897 GT3 Cup. On dirt. In
2011, he beat his previous time by
more than 20 seconds in a street-le-
gal 897 GT2 RS that he drove to the
race from Los Angeles and then
back again! He missed 2012s race
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Above: Robert
Prilika looked fast
in proctice, but
stiff suspension
and lorge frost
heaves near the
summit combined
te bounce him inte
a pile of boulders.
‘With broken
suspension, he

wias ouf.
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due to professional obligations, but
he was back in 2013 with a “hybrid"”
car. He took his GT3 Cup race car
and added two turbochargers, along
with a few more tricks

The mountain was not impressed,
and squelched dwart’s effornt with
severe weather, He managed third
place behind Paul Dallenbach’s over-
all winner, a Hyundad, and the GTS
Cup of David Donner, who drove a
fierce race to record the fastest-ev-
er Porsche mun on the hill,

Zwart was back in the same fire-
breathing GT3 Cup for 2014, this time
with tweaks to the suspension and

transmission, He dominated the tim-
ing chars in practice and qualifving,
but he was stymied in the race vet
again, this time by a fuel pump. He
finished second in Time Attack 1 to
newcomer Beltoise, nephew of the

legendary French Formula | driver
-Pierre Bel

The Frenchman arrived with an
easy, likable manner, viewi

Jean WS,

12 this
year's race as a learning experience,

As Zwart’s fuel pump failed, Bel-
toise's methodical approach (o a very
steep leaming curve resulted in the
class win using the same 911 that
Dumias drove here two vears ago.

Vintage Porsche racer Chris Len-
non has shown his grit, too, through
more than his share of mechanical
issues in the last couple of vears,
battling back for some excellent. fin-
ishes, This year it was another sec-
ond in class, which was frustrating
after taking more than a minute off
his previous best time.

IF h.H'f I}F THFE ?EA ls competitors

showed the ability to turn character
into success, it was long-time PCA
member Fred Veitch. He won Time

Attack 2 in a story that could star
Prometheus, the erafty Titan god of
forethought, and Cinderella, who met
adversity with determination and
good cheer,

Veiteh grew up in Southern Cali-
formia but has spent his entire adult

life in Colorado Springs as a suc

eessful businessman and communi-
ty leader. His fascination with cars
and with Porsches began early on.

Back when old rmcing cars were
just old racing cars—rather than I
crative investments—the six-foot,
four-ineh Veitch owned a 906 that he
not only tracked but drove on the
street. The lithe Porsche prototype
was so small that Veiteh had o re-
move the door and drive with his
head sticking out the roof?

In the late 1970s, Veitch led a
breakaway faction of PCAers to form
the Alpine Mountain Region, which
remains an avid group of track junk-
ies. He was PCA's first National Safe-
tv Chair and is a fixture at track and
coneours events around the coun-
try. As if he needed another hobby,
Vietch is an avid eyelist, racing his
bicvele in senior events and training
with several generations of Olympic
and professional athletes, Sdll, there

was something he needed to do,

Though he lived in the shadow of
Pikes Peak, Vietch considered the Hill

Climb to be the stuff of madmen and
myths, the realm of racing legends
and eragy people. But alter spending
some time around Zwart’s team, he
began (0 see the mountains chal-
lenge in a new light—as something he
thought possible, even for himselfl as
a Gvear-old Pikes Peak rookie.

For 2012, Veitch got together with
his friends at Porsche of Colorado
Springs and decided to join the other
madmen. He wanted to have fun do-
ing it, but he and his cohorts had
pragmatic expectations: Make it to
the top without embarrassing (hem-
selves. They'd call themselves CLALR,
for Cheap-Ass Racing.

Along with Porsche of Colorado
Springs service manager Dave Petit
ti, Veitch came up with a plan. Their
objective was maximum enjovment
for minimal expense, Sinee the 996
Turbo is one of the best Porsche
performance values, they would buy
one, remove the interior, install the
required safety equipment, race the

car, reinstall its interior, and sell it

Never conceiving of themselves
as any kind of challenge for a class
win, they'd have a great time hang-
ing out with the cars and stars at a
legendary and unique event in the
world of motorsports. OF course,
we all know how that goes. PCAers
know it as “the slippery slope” story,
and Veitch and company slid. Fast.

Their 2012 effort was deemed a
suceess, Fred ended up sixth in class,
the same class as several of the top
racers, including overall winner Rhys
Millen driving a 90d-hp, purpose-
built racer that looked like a Hyun-
dai Elantra. Veitch was rmnning a
production $HHE on street tires with
heat, AC, and a stereo.

Hanging out with Monster Tajima,

faul Dallenbach, Greg Tracy, Ro-
main Dumas, el al, was intoxicating
and emboldening. OF course, it would
lead to a second effort for 2003, For
their second attempt, Veitch and
Petitti studied the improvements
they could make to the 296 Turbo
without spending a fortune., Minor

suspension modifications followed,
and they bought Hoosier racing
tires. They would stick to their
light-hearted “what, me worry?" ap-
proach, insisting they were just par-
ticipating, not challenging—even if

their hopes were now a bit higher,

The mountain wasn't so kind on
their second go. On the first week-
end of early testing, a course mar-
shal's mistake released Veitch for
descent back down the Hill just as
Millen was roaring up in his 500-hp
Hyundai. They missed each other
by a playving card’s thickness at one
of the fastest—and most precipi-
tos—sections of the course.

Both men were visibly shaken by
the near miss.

Then, just a week later, Veitch ex-
ceeded his enthusiasm and pitched
the 896 off the side with a rookie's
mistake: too fast on a cold swrface
with cold tires. Luckily, it was in a
section where there were few boul-
ders and trees. Veitch was humbled
but healthy. The car had some dam-

Above: Vincent
Beltoise, driving
the same car
Dumas drove to
second ploce
overall in 2012,
looked at his
effort as a leaming
experience for
next year’s
effort...until Twart
had problems.
The French rockie
was in ploce for
the win, by just

one second.
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Abaove: PCA's Chris
Lennon persevered
through a variety
of engine woes
during testing and
proctice to take
aver a minute off
his previous best
time. He finished

a strong second in
the Vintage class.

EiFTiMER M

age but was fixable. A lot of people
pitched in to put him back in the
game, even flying parts in, but race
day brought an unfixable problem.
Fikes Peak's most formidable and

unpredictable challenge remains the
weather, Veitch drove through sprin-
kles in the lower section. He encoun-
tered heavy rain just as he came into
the steep, precipitous Ws, where the
higgest oliffs and tightest switch-
backs test even the bravest of driv-
ers, Then came sleet, hail, and snow
in the fast bends and long straights
of the upper section. Ground fog and
cloud banks were present at the flinal
summit, where a mistake can mean a
plunge over the side and a long way
down, He would face it all on slicks.
At ome point, Veiteh tested his brakes
and got...nothing. It was a harrow-
ing run, but he made it to the top

without incident. He was admittedly
mnnerved by the challenge,

S0 many near misses would be
enough for anyone to accept defea
Pikes Peak will do that to you. Bui

neither Veiteh nor Petitti are light-
weights, They're quick studies and
have the commitment it fakes. So,
with consultation and approval from
Veitch's wife, Linda, as well as their
crew and sponsors, they decided (o

make one last run in 20014

Theirs would be a decidedly more
systematic and dedicated effort in
2014, With any luck, good weather,
and a dry surface, they knew they
could do well. In keeping with his
determined character, Veitch went
on a carefully monitored program
that focused his mind and saw him

lose 82 pounds from his large frame.
In search of erisper handling while
taking into account the bumpy top
section, suspension and tire chang-
e were tested at nearby Pikes Peak
International Raceway.

In early June, Veitch spent a day
with David Donner, a fourtime Pikes
Peak winner, They drove up and
down the course to study and discuss
lines and surface changes, Veitch wis
present at every early test session,

adhering to a program set out by
Petitti. Fellow racers took notice of
¥Yeiteh’s level of preparation. “Fred
has become Mr. Pikes Peak,”™ Zwar
said at a pre-race press event.
Veiteh's efMort would be aided by
a rules change for 2004: The Time
Attack class was split in two, and
cars would run based on qualifying
fimes, That meant Veitch's mostly
stock 996 Turbo would be racing
against other production cars with

street origins—such as Vipers, Mus-
tangs, and Subarus—instead of the
all-out race cars like Millen's Hyun
dai “funny car™ or dwart’s turbo-
charged GT3 Cup. His fiercest in-
class competitor would be fellow
Coloradoan Prilika in a GT3 Cup.
Modified 996 Turbo wvs, 997 GT3
Cup? It would be interesting.

Also, a new starting procedure
would give Veitch a better chance
of beating the weather lottery if he
qualificd. Early starts usually hap-
pen in the diry; later stans are almost
certain to encounter bad weather,

Fﬂﬂ I]HI'IIH:I pH I.IHA was the favor-

ite in Time Attack 2. Alter the [first
day of official practice on the bot-
tom third, however, Veiteh was sev-
eral seconds ahead of Prilika. While
competitors only run a third of the
course at a fime during practice and
qualifying—and Prilika was on very
worn tires—ithe first day provided a
real boost to Veiteh's confidence.,

The following day saw Prilika
ahead, though not by as much as
veteran waltchers expected. Just five
seconds separated Velteh and Pri-
likat during qualifying on the lower
section. In the middle of the course,
where altitude really comes in to
play, Veitch showed aslight edge. At
the top of the hill, in sweeping high-
speed tums, long straights, and thin
air, Veitch’s turbocharged Mat six
contribwted to an advantage of just
over three seconds over Prilika's
normally-aspirated GTE Cup,

Only on race day would every-
one find out what happens when all
of the sections are linked togeth-

Would the sheer speed of Pri-
lika's GT3 Cup carry enough mo-
mentum from the bottom o win the
day, or would Veitch's older Turbo
provide enough of an advantage al
higher altitudes to take the win? Un
fortunately, it's aquestion that would
nswered.

remain u
In the last practice session, just
two days before the race, Prilika's
enthusiasm and track-tuned suspen-
sion got the best of him in the frost-
heaved bumps near the summit.
Braking just a hair too late, he lost
traction and his GT3 Cup ended up
parked on a pile of boulders with its
nose pointing toward the sky, While
its wheels and body looked okay,
the suspension system could not be
repaired in time for the race. Veitch
was now favored for the class win,
As if on cue, race day brought
clear blue skies and dry but windy
conditions, Veitch was as ready as
he could be, Longtime fend and
Andial founder Dieter Inzenhofer
was on hand, Sponsors Cam Ingram

and Kevin Watts from Ro:

ars were there to assist. Mike Hame-
mond of Fsses magazine was pros
ent for moral support. Wife Linda
hosted family, (Mends, sponsors, and
co-workers who had come to cheer
Fred on. A joyful, vet cantiously op-
timistic
silver, whit

atmosphere surrounded the
T3 906 as

, and yvellow #
it rolled up to the starting line for
the team's third and final attempt.

Veitch was a study in concentra-
tion. Petitti was tense but comfort-
able. They had done all they could
Lo prepare. As the green flags waved,
the 996G Turbo roared 1o life and ev-
ervone cheered. Veitch disappeared
arcund the first comer.

Infon-car video showed his run
to be flawless—rock-solid stable,
and fast., even through the bumps
near the top, Though wind blew
some dust onto the road, the Por-
sches  allwheel-drive system  and
Veiteh's well-rehearsed driving style
kept evervthing in line. Fast through
long sweepers on the botton. Smooth

Above, left:

Frad Veitch [in
block coot) did
everything he
could to improve
his performance
for the 2014
event, including
spending o day
with fourtime
Pikes Peak winnor
David Donner (in
red coat) to study
the course. Above:
Veitch’s 998 Turbo
was a model of
preparation.
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Top: D-Zug 935
and Bally 993 Cup
wore beautiful
additions to the
race ot Pikes Peak
—with style and
spirit. Sadly, the
cars foll short of
their goals...but
they'll be back.
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and rhythmic through the extremely
twisty, steep midsection. Scary fast
on the long straights up top. The
996 Turbo seemed to pull stronger

in the rarefied air between 12,000
feet and the 14,1 15-foot summil.

In eleven minutes and 14.834 see-
onds, Veitch became a Pikes Peak
winner. At the bottom of the hill, his
team responded with relief and ju-
bilation. At the top, Veitch was wel-
comed enthusiastically by past and
present Pikes Peak winners—now

as a member of their elite club.
They say its lonely at the top,
and nowhere in motorsports is that
more true than Pikes Peak. Drivers
must wail for several hours until
the course is clear before they can
drive down the hill to be reunited
with their supporters and fans, When
Veitch finally did, tears of jov glis-
tened on his cheeks. With hard work,
help from his friends, a great car,
and more than a little heart, Fred
Veitch achieved his dream. @

Nor fob..

FOR SOME Pikes Paok fans, the paving
of the road to the summit has irrepara-
bly—and negatively—changed the race.
Gone are the lurid slides and rooster-
tails of dust and gravel, but the loss of
the old has brought with it several unan-
ticipated and interesting benefits. For
Porsche fans, it means mere Porsches to
cheer for—including a pair of very inter-
asting entrias in 2014, even if they didn't
complete their missions.

In Time AHock 1, veteran French rally-
ist and vintage rocer Jean-Jocques Bally
entered a 1995 993 Cup, beautifully hand-
painted by French artist Patrick Moya. The
cor looked solid in proctice and qualified
respactably as Bolly leamed the course.
Unfortunately, the car suffered a broken
connecting rod two-thirds of the way up
the course on race day. It could only limp
its way to the summit,

Perhaps the most interesting car was
tha 935 K3 tribute entered by D-Tug for

driver Peter Koch, lts mere presence on the entry
list had enthusiosts buzzing. The project had come
to mind a few years earlier when the team ob-
tained an engineless 1980 930 that had been
“blinged out” with on oftermarket slontnose.
Koch and partner Justin Broughten hod an idea:
Why not go the whole way and create a 935 K3
tribute car? The car would stick to the foundation-
al ideas of the 1970s/1980s 9355, but it would
be updaoted for sofety, power, and handling.

The pair started with a full cage, tying all four
cornars together and creating @ more rigid chas-
sis. Next, they roised the suspension points to
lower the car and improve geometry. They found
a solid &4 engine that had clready been bored
te 3.8 liters and roce tuned, and augmented it
with new copies of the eriginal 935 headors made
from 321 stainless as well as intake manifolds for
the Turbo Kraft turbochargers. They figured that
1.2 bar of boost would offer roughly 630 horse-
power—which would provide plenty of high-alti-
tude powaer without overstressing the engine.

The wheels were mode by Forgeline to mim-
it original 935 K3 wheels, but in contemporary

sizes and materials to be able to run contempe-

rary racing tires safely. The paint job developed
after their entry had been accepted. They had to
submit their choice of three numbers. The first
two had already been claimed, but #31—which
they had picked os o tribute to the 1979 Le
Maons-winning cor—was accepled. With the car
still in primer, they decided to continue with the
tribute theme and painted it in homage to the Le
Mans winner owned today by Bruce Meyer.
They substituted ivory metalflake for the real
car's white paint. They call the color “Pikes Peak
White” becauss it locks like the snow at the rep.

When the car arrived in Colorado Springs
for tech inspection, it immediately drew a crowd
of fans and rocers aolike. Multiple Pikes Peak
winner Jeff Iwart was one of the first to stroll
over and intreduce himself before poring over
the cor. Romain Dumas left the side of his own
entry so he could get o better look and share his
experiences of o recent drive in the real Moby
Dick 935 with the D-Tug guys.

The car locked equally pretty lined up in the
start area for its first runs on the mountain. It
sounded greot, too, although on the first day they
realized it wasn't tuned properly for the alfitude.

still, Koch was learning the course and his fimes
ware improving—until something hoppened.

Pikes Peak is one of those ploces, like Bon-
neville or Le Mans, that cannot be duplicated in
testing onywhere else. You can run perfectly for
months on your home track, get everything ex-
actly right, and then—whether it's the particular
demands of the course or the mountain's spirit—
things break that have never broken before. And
that's what happened with Koch and Broughton.

Mot entirely sure what they were facing,
they started locking through the engine. With
hopes of fixing the cor before the race, they
spent long days on the lift. But even with the
help of engine guryu Dieter Inzenhofer of Andial
fame, it was not to be. Eventually, they figured
out that the engine hod a broken intermediate
shaft. Their week was aver.

When they pushed the car out for the Friday
night Fan-Fest, it was still a huge hit. The friend-
liness and enthusiosm they encountered in fans,
fellow racers, and the Colorado Porsche com-
munity was so overwhelming that they hove
already commifted to returning to the meuntain
for another go in 2015, We'll be watching. —5C
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